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Electrocardiogram (ECG)
The ECG Department is located in the Cardiopulmonary Department.  

An ECG is a test that records the electrical activity of the heart.

An ECG is used to measure the rate and regularity of heartbeats as well as the size and position of the chambers, the presence of any damage to the heart, and the effects of drugs or devices used to regulate the heart (such as a pacemaker).

To book an ECG, simply have your Doctor fax a requisition to the Queensway Carletton Hospital’s booking department and you will be called for an appointment.
What to Expect at Your Appointment:
· Be prepared to spend approximately 30 min. at the hospital
· You will be greeted by one of our friendly, caring and qualified Technologists and they will take you to your room and answer any questions you may have regarding your ECG
· You will be asked to lie down on a bed and electrodes (which look like little stickers) are attached to your chest, arms and legs
· This requires cleaning the site and, if necessary, shaving hair
· The standard number of leads is 12 for a diagnostic ECG
· You will be asked to remain still while the ECG is being taken
Preparation:
· Before the ECG, tell the Technologist if you are taking any medications
· It is important to relax and be relatively warm – any movement, including muscle tremors such as shivering, can alter the tracing
What to bring:

· Your OHIP or Sun card
· A list of your medications
· Wear a top which either opens at the front or which tucks in at the waist
Where can I get more information?
Heart and Stroke Foundation of Canada

www.heartandstroke.ca
Health Canada

www.hc-sc.gc.ca
How to reach us if you have any questions:

From Monday to Friday, 8 – 4:30 pm call 613-721-2000

Our booking office can be reached by phone at 613-721-4711, by fax 613-721-4771

No Diagnostic Test will be performed without a requisition

Please call 613-721-4711 if you cannot keep your appointment
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